
 1 

Wire Brushing. 
Jim Rinde - June 2009 

 

I had seen John Jordan demonstrate wire brushing and had done some with 

various woods such as avocado and found the resulting surfaces interesting 

but not exciting.  In the summer of 2008, I met Richard Ingram and was 

introduced to his ñaxial lathe.ò  This lathe turns at a speed of 5 or 10 rpm.  

At this speed normal woodturning would be difficult.  He therefore was 

using a router or a 4İò angle grinder with a stiff chain saw blade or a wire 

brush as the cutting tools. 

 

 
Richard Ingram and ñAxial Latheò 

 

 
Setup for Brushing. 
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This type of turning was new to me and I could see possibilities that were 

beyond ñnormal turning.ò  I had some large redwood bowls that had been 

rough turned about seven years ago and we started a joint project to turn one 

of these on his axial lathe.  The following photo shows us ñturningò/brushing 

the inside with a 4İò angle grinder attached to a metal pole and X-Y table.  

The tool can also be used freehand while being supported on a tool rest. 

 

 
Brushing Inside Using X-Y Table. 

 

The next photo shows the inside texture obtained from the wire brushing 

while we are brushing the outside surface using the handheld technique. 

 

 
Brushing Outside - Handheld. 
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The inside surface texture and some of the outside texture are shown better 

in the next photo as we are brushing the area near the bottom.  I found the 

surface texture achieved with this combination of soft redwood and wire 

brushing very exciting, and this launched me on an effort to develop the 

technique and see what I could do with it.  Because of how this bowl was 

attached to the lathe, we did not have room to finish brushing the outside all 

the way to the bottom.  The bowl was removed from the glue block and the 

wire brushing was finished on my Oneway lathe.  Note that we started with a 

bowl wall thickness of over 1 inch and ended up with a wall thickness that 

varied from 1/8ò to ıò thick.  All of the wood removed was brushed off as 

fine dust. 

 

 

 
Action Shot: Brushing Outside of Bowl. 
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Brushing the Bottom of Bowl. 

 

 

 
Interior View of Wavy Grainy. 

 


